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Assistance to Lebanon in Crisis

U.S. Government: Bilateral Assistance

Summary from US Embassy Beirut: Since the 2006 war, the U.S. Government has
pledged well over $3.5 billion in assistance. Current funding is used to support the
activities of Lebanese NGOs engaged in rural and municipal development programs
nationwide, to improve the capacity of the public sector in providing transparent,
quality services, to strengthen the Lebanese security services, and to reduce deep
pockets of poverty. The U.S. also supports humanitarian demining programs.
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ForeignAssistance.gov

For a synopsis of US assistance to Lebanon, check out this fact sheet on the US
Embassy Beirut website.

 
To view or download bilateral assistance data by category, sector, and year, visit the

Lebanon page on ForeignAssistance.gov. 

USAID also has written and numerical information about US foreign aid in Lebanon
on their Lebanon webpage.
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2019 top partners for US foreign aid disbursements to Lebanon. Explorer.USAID.gov

World Food Programme
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The World Food Programme (WFP)
has been present in Lebanon since
2012. In the context of the recent crisis,
the WFP is working with the Lebanese
government to increase access to
assistance for vulnerable Lebanese
citizens, in addition to the refugee
population that it serves. 

In December 2019, WFP assisted a
total of 773,305 beneficiaries (of which
114,651 are Lebanese) with cash-
based assistance amounting to $24
million. An additional 2,927 Lebanese
households have been added to the
9,965 households that were already
receiving assistance.

The additional Lebanese households
have been added through the National
Poverty Targeting Programme, a joint
program with the Lebanese Ministry of
Social Affairs to provide assistance to
the most vulnerable Lebanese in the
country. This program and its scale up
had been taking place since before the
recent crisis.

WFP has implemented contingency measures to ensure business continuity and
critical program delivery during the crisis, including bottlenecks in cash delivery. 

 
Check out the December 2019 WFP Lebanon Country Brief.
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Check out this PBS Newshour feature on WFP's program to teach digital skills to
Lebanese citizens and refugees in need of assistance

More info on WFP's work in Lebanon is at:  www.wfp.org/countries/lebanon. 

This year, UNHCR has engaged in a larger winter campaign than in previous years,
called Together We Give Warmth, and supported 20,000 vulnerable Lebanese

families (in addition to refugees) with cash or fuel cards to cope with winter. UHNCR
partners with UNICEF on this important program. 

UNHCR provides assistance to refugees as well as to vulnerable Lebanese host
communities living nearby. Community support projects like water reservoirs and

repair of schools helps both communities and promotes peaceful coexistence.

UNHCR also provides general support to improve response services such as for child
protection, gender-based violence response, and mental health, among other

services.

Learn more at: UNHCR Lebanon
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UNICEF has been working in Lebanon to protect children’s rights since 1948. The
conflict in Syria has had a huge impact and since its onset in 2011, UNICEF has

strengthened its support to the Lebanese children and young people while expanding
its humanitarian response to also focus on refugees and the host population.

 
The economic crisis is now impacting the most vulnerable Lebanese families while

increasing the challenges for the refugees. UNICEF is adjusting its strategies to
expand its reach to the most vulnerable girls, boys, and young people.
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Click here to view UNICEF’s
Lebanon Country Overview

In the face of a serious economic and
financial crisis, @UNICEFLebanon is

calling on the government to put
children and young people first.

Read more here

Visit UNICEF'S Lebanon page at: https://www.unicef.org/lebanon/

MercyCorps is focusing its work in Lebanon on four areas: 
Children & Youth

Governance & Social Stability
Economic Opportunity

Water, Sanitation, & Hygiene

Mercy Corps' Lebanon Country Director shared 3 facts sheets outlining specific
programs that are active in Lebanon. Click the images to view the full fact sheet.
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Holistic Humanitarian Assistance to
Syrian Refugees and Host
Communities in Lebanon (HHAP). 

The goal of HHAP is to provide multi-
sector humanitarian assistance to
improve the wellbeing of conflict-
affected Syrian refugees and
vulnerable host communities through
water sanitation and hygiene services,
livelihood opportunities, and sexual
gender-based violence prevention and
response services.
 

IJMAA aims to reduce tension amongst
and between Lebanese communities,
refugees, and local government bodies
through encouraging dialogue and
implementing peacebuilding
mechanisms such as mediation,
dispute, resolution, and providing rapid
stabilisation responses, particularly in
relation to solid waste management.
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The Fostering Resilience by
Strengthening Abilities (FORSA)
program was implemented between
2017 and 2019.

It aimed to reduce inter-communal
tensions between Lebanese, Syrians,
and Palestinians by alleviating
competition over livelihoods, expanding
employment and economic
opportunities for individuals and
businesses, and improving the function
of public and private vocational training
centers. Focus was on the agriculture,
manufacturing, services, and energy
sectors. 

For more information, visit: 
https://www.mercycorps.org/where-we-work/lebanon

Summary from SaveTheChildren.net:

As the number of refugees in Lebanon continues to increase, the demand on basic
public services like education, water, housing, electricity and child protection has

reached an unsustainable level. Lebanon’s fragile infrastructure cannot cope with the
on-going increase in population, especially in areas where the host communities are
already poorly served. In addition, increased competition for jobs – which become

ever scarcer during the winter months - is driving down wages while the rising costs
of food and rent is increasing pressure on vulnerable host communities and refugees

alike.

Save the Children’s Lebanon Country programme works to tackle these problems,
providing support through its shelter, education, child protection and food security &

livelihoods sectors. We work in the areas most affected by the crisis, including Bekaa
and the Northern regions. We advocate nationally and internationally for support for
refugee and host communities alike; we also ensure that children’s voices are being

heard so that we can address the immediate problems they are facing, as well as
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provide long lasting support to help them fulfill their potential.

In 2018, Save the Children reached more than 214,000 people directly, including
111,339 children through Shelter, Education, Child Protection, Food Security and
Livelihood, and Child Rights Governance programmes. Save the Children also

implements multiple social cohesion and community support initiatives to strengthen
intercommunity relations.

Learn more here: 
https://lebanon.savethechildren.net/

 

Summary from Doctors Without Borders:

Many refugees are living in deplorable conditions with their most basic needs unmet.
The huge number of extra people in the country has put a severe strain on services,
including the health sector. Even where health care is available, the cost of
consultations, laboratory tests, and medication is a barrier for refugees as well as for
migrants and economically and socially vulnerable Lebanese.
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Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières continues to work across
Lebanon to provide these communities with free, quality medical assistance such as
treatment for non-communicable diseases, sexual reproductive health care, mental
health care, and maternity services. In 2018, we expanded our projects to offer
specialist services, such as pediatric intensive care, treatment for thalassemia and
general elective surgery.

Get more info at: 
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/what-we-do/countries/lebanon
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The International Committee of the Red Cross has been present in Lebanon since
1967 and has carried out its humanitarian work through periods of conflict, including

1975-1990 civil war. Currently it is responding to the rapidly growing needs of
displaced people fleeing war and violence across the region and the communities

hosting them.

The ICRC and the Lebanese Red Cross teamed up with UNRWA to teach schools in
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conflict zones how to safely evacuate.

Click to view Presentation

The Solidarity Box project started with a personal initiative by the food author and
activist Barbara Massaad to help out a friend who needed food boxes to distribute for
the needy during this time of crisis. People reached out by sending food boxes to her
house while others who live abroad sent money, which will be used exclusively to buy

food to make food boxes that will be distributed to Lebanese families all over the
country. 

Find out more: https://www.facebook.com/solidarityboxlebanon/
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René Moawad Foundation

As a result of the dire economic situation facing Lebanon today, many Lebanese
families struggle to pay for their children’s college education, threatening the
foundation on which so many promising futures are built. 

RMFUSA Board of Directors Scholarship Program was recently established to deal
with these difficult circumstances. The Program will award scholarships to
undergraduate Lebanese students of exceptional character, leadership, and a
commitment to serving their communities and Lebanon, and with demonstrated
financial need – opening doors to life-changing opportunities. 

Each scholarship will consist of $2,500 to $5,000 to be applied to tuition and fees
associated with full time enrollment at local Lebanese universities. The scholarships
will be divided equally among students from the eight Governorates in Lebanon.

Learn more: www.rmfusa.org/

LIFE is a worldwide membership organisation, non-political and non-religious, of
Lebanese professionals based in the diaspora. LIFE was founded in 2009 with the

aim of providing a platform to channel the influence of Lebanese executives active in
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fields related to Finance worldwide and has expanded beyond Finance in 2020 to
include professionals in the sectors of Consultancy, Law and Technology.

In November 2019, LIFE held a Solidarity Dinner in London that raised $1.75
million for education programs in Lebanon. 

Click here to view the highlights video

Also - check this out: 

3QA is a regional social enterprise based in Lebanon that offers third sector
organisations support through its programs and services focusing on holistic

organizational management and excellence in governance. All the programs are
based on a well-renowned British Quality Mark offered in partnership with the NCVO

(the National Council for Voluntary Organisations), the leading agency in the UK
providing quality assurance to 3rd sector organisations.  

Click to view a two page brief on the series of workshops that were offered over the
past few months on Crisis Management for NGOs in Lebanon.

Learn more at: https://www.3qa.co/

ATFL on Facebook ATFL.org
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